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Paper 1 50% Paper 2 50%

Section A: 
Reading 

1 unseen literature 
fiction text

Section B: 
Writing

Descriptive or 
narrative writing

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A: 
Reading

1 non-fiction and 1 
literary non-fiction 

text

Section B: 
Writing

Writing to 
present a 
viewpoint

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

AQA GCSE English 
Language



Paper 1 Paper 2

Section A: 
An Inspector Calls

Section B: 
Power & Conflict 

Poetry

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 40 minutes

Section A:
Macbeth

Section B:
Unseen poetry

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

AQA GCSE English 
Literature



Revision Challenges

• Every Monday, students are set an English Revision Challenge.

• These are practice questions linked to a section of one of the 
exam papers.

• Students should complete these in exam conditions, either 
Mondays after school in the library/ English area or at home.

• These should be handed in to teachers by Wednesday of the 
same week.

• Feedback is given the following Monday and the next task is 
set.

Revision Challenge Week beginning Exam component to be set

1 17.1.22 Paper 2 Q5
2 24.1.22 Paper 1 Q5
3 31.1.22 Poetry Anthology – fear
4 7.2.22 Paper 2 Q4

14.2.22 Feedback only – revision set for mocks
Half term

Mocks Wk1 28.2.22 Mock exams
Mocks Wk2 7.3.22  Mock exams

5 14.3.22 Paper 1 Q2&3
6 21.3.22 Unseen
7 28.3.22 AIC - Eva
8 4.4.22 Paper 1 Q4
9 25.4.22 Macbeth - character
10 2.5.22 Paper 2 Q5
11 9.5.22 Poetry Anthology - authority

GCSE exams start:

Language Paper 1: Weds 18th May am
Literature Paper 1: (AIC / Poetry) Weds 25th May am

Literature Paper 2: (Shakespeare / Unseen) Weds 8th June am
Language Paper 2: Friday 10th June am



How can 
I provide 
support?

On a Monday, 
ask what this 
week’s ERC is.

Remind 
students to 

revise, using 
notes in exercise 
books, prior to 

writing.

Ensure that the 
work is 

completed in 
timed, exam
conditions.

Check that 
work has been 
handed in on a 

Wednesday.

Talk to students 
about the 

feedback that 
they receive.

Praise, 
encourage & 

guide in 
preparation for 
the next task.

Consistency! 
Consistency! 
Consistency!



Encourage students to re-read the set texts

Little and often
Just 2omins each day!

Watching performances is also a good way to revise…but be 
careful because not all productions follow the original plot!



Check that the ‘expand your vocabulary’ tasks are being completed

• Every student has weekly  
vocabulary tasks set on 
SMWH.

• Ask them to tell you about the 
new words that they’ve learnt 
this week.

• Can they use these words in 
conversation with you?

Using sophisticated, 
academic language in 
the exams will boost 

outcomes!



Check that key quotes are being learnt

• Every student has one of 
these booklets full of quotes 
that they need to learn.

• They have weekly quizzes set 
on SMWH.

• Ask them to tell you the 
quotes that they’ve learnt this 
week.

• Test them to check that 
they’ve been learnt!

Not being able to use 
quotes in the exam will 

seriously limit outcomes! 



The importance of writing

In the exam, students will 
complete 2 writing tasks –

worth 50% of their final mark!



GCSE English Language Paper 1 Section B
5 things in the picture  to describe:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

3 interesting words to use for each thing:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

5 examples of S-O-A-P:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Descriptive writing

Write a description of a proud 
moment, as suggested by this 
picture.

Plan!
Plan!
Plan!



GCSE English Language Paper 1 Section B
5 things in the picture  to describe:
1) Eg. Poppy 
2)
3)
4)
5)

3 interesting words to use for each thing:
1) Eg. Vibrant; crimson; emblem.
2)
3)
4)
5)

5 examples of S-O-A-P:

1) Simile: like an angry child. 

2) Metaphor: the poppy sets the dark,  opaque backdrop alight. 

3) Onomatopoeia: Whispers 

4) Alliteration / assonance: eager eyes 

5) Personification: the poppy shouted for attention

Descriptive Writing Example

Write a description of a proud moment, as 
suggested by this picture.

The vibrant crimson of the poppy shouted for 
attention from the lapel of the veteran’s suit like an 
angry child. The poppy knew that it was an important 
emblem and it insisted upon eager eyes being drawn 
to it.  Radiant and ablaze, the poppy sets the dark,  
opaque backdrop alight. Whispers of respect drift 
through the sombre crowd. 

Plan!
Plan!
Plan!



Adjectives Senses
Sight:

Sound:

Taste:

Touch

Smell:

Sight:

Similes

Metaphors

Practise!
Practise!
Practise!



Language Paper 1 
Question 5

Key info:

Writing
40 marks
45 mins

Choice of two questions:

Writing to describe

Writing to narrate (tell a 
story)

How is it marked?
24 marks: how you organise your writing and 
make it effective for the reader
16 marks: technical accuracy – spelling, 
punctuation and grammar but also 
sophistication of sentence structures and 
vocabulary.

How do I structure my answer?
DROP: ‘step into the picture’; grab the reader’s attention –
setting / character / dialogue
SHIFT: move the focus to something else – change the mood / 
weather / location / character 
ZOOM IN: say a lot about a little
ZOOM OUT: take the wider perspective again
LINK UP: end by creating a link to a different part of the text

Techniques you might want to include:
Metaphor
Simile
Personification
Alliteration
Sibilance
Pathetic fallacy
Sensory language (sight, smell, taste, sound, 
texture)
Assonance
Onomatopoeia
Expanded noun phrases
Tripling
Juxtaposition / contrast
A single sentence paragraph
Dialogue (small amounts)
Circular structures
Repetition

What’s the difference between description 
and narration?
Similar skills needed for both.
Description should focus on one moment 
and describe the scene / person in a lot of 
detail. Description shouldn’t use a lot of 
dialogue. This one is generally better for an 
exam answer.
Narrative needs to have some plot and 
character development but be careful – you 
do not have a lot of time. Don’t include lots 
of events or lots of dialogue. Keep it simple, 
often it is easiest to write the opening of a 
story.

The picture:
Could be:

A person
A place

Will be linked to one of the two questions. 
Use it as a starting point for your ideas. You 
do not need to be restricted by it. It’s often a 
good idea to try to imagine yourself in a 
similar situation that you have experience of.

Don’t forget to plan and check your 
answer!!

Knowledge Organisers
Everything on one page!



Plan!
Plan!
Plan!



Language Paper 2 
Question 5

Key info:

Writing task
40 marks

45 minutes

One question provided:

A statement or idea will be 
given for you to express your 
opinion about.

How is it marked?
24 marks: how you organise your writing and 
make it effective for the reader
16 marks: technical accuracy – spelling, 
punctuation and grammar but also 
sophistication of sentence structures and 
vocabulary.

How could I structure my answer?
Ethos: Who are you? Why are you qualified to argue?
Anecdote: A story from your life (or someone else) to prove your point.
Helicopter view: What is the problem like nationally? In Europe? 
Globally?
Attack! Destroy the opposition’s viewpoint.
The future: What does the future look like if things don’t change?  

What techniques should I include?
Personal Pronouns
Emotive language 
Rhetorical Questions
Statistics and Facts
Use of an authority figure 
Alliteration and Anecdotes
Description and Imagery
Exaggeration
Repetition and group of three How should I organise my time?

5 minutes: planning
35 minutes: writing
5 minutes: checking for accuracy

What is ‘GAP’?

GENRE 
Format
AUDIENCE
Who it is aimed at
PURPOSE
Why it is being written Don’t forget to plan and check your 

answer!!

What possible genres (writing types) could 
there be?
Article
Blog
Letter
Speech

What sentence structures could I include?
Short 
Long  
Complex
Compound 
Questions 
Elliptical
Sentences with complex punctuation ; : - (…)

Knowledge Organisers
Everything on one page!



The importance of sentence variety!

Learning a variety of sentence 
structures, in advance, will enhance 

students’ writing outcomes!  



Learning a variety of sentence 
structures will enhance students’ 

writing outcomes!  



Learning a variety of sentence 
structures will enhance students’ 

writing marks!  



• Last year’s grade boundaries:

7 4

If you miss out Q2 or Q3 (8 marks each) = 
dropping nearly 2 grades on Paper 1

If you miss out Q4 (20 marks) = 
dropping nearly 4 grades on Paper 1!

The importance of answering all the questions



Other useful ideas

• Loom recordings – provide links

Lang P1 Q1&2

Macbeth

• Youtube: Mr Bruff

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/

https://www.loom.com/share/389d1812c6734e90b8ad578b643cbf55?sharedAppSource=personal_library
https://www.loom.com/share/389d1812c6734e90b8ad578b643cbf55?sharedAppSource=personal_library
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/


Your Turn!

• Teach the person at the side of you how to remember a 
quotation from the Y11 Quote Bank booklet.  

What strategies did you use?





5 things in the picture  to describe:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

3 interesting words to use for each thing:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

5 examples of S-O-A-P:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Descriptive writing

Write a description of a proud 
moment, as suggested by this 
picture.

Lang Paper 1 Q5 – Writing to Describe



GCSE English Language Paper 1 Section B
5 things in the picture  to describe:
1) Eg. Poppy 
2)
3)
4)
5)

3 interesting words to use for each thing:
1) Eg. Vibrant; crimson; emblem.
2)
3)
4)
5)

5 examples of S-O-A-P:

1) Simile: like an angry child. 

2) Metaphor: the poppy sets the dark,  opaque backdrop alight. 

3) Onomatopoeia: Whispers 

4) Alliteration / assonance: eager eyes 

5) Personification: the poppy shouted for attention

Descriptive Writing Example

Write a description of a proud moment, as 
suggested by this picture.

The vibrant crimson of the poppy shouted for 
attention from the lapel of the veteran’s suit like an 
angry child. The poppy knew that it was an important 
emblem and it insisted upon eager eyes being drawn 
to it.  Radiant and ablaze, the poppy sets the dark,  
opaque backdrop alight. Whispers of respect drift 
through the sombre crowd. 





Language Paper 2 
Question 5

Key info:

Writing task
40 marks

45 minutes

One question provided:

A statement or idea will be 
given for you to express your 
opinion about.

How is it marked?
24 marks: how you organise your writing and 
make it effective for the reader
16 marks: technical accuracy – spelling, 
punctuation and grammar but also 
sophistication of sentence structures and 
vocabulary.

How could I structure my answer?
Ethos: Who are you? Why are you qualified to argue?
Anecdote: A story from your life (or someone else) to prove your point.
Helicopter view: What is the problem like nationally? In Europe? 
Globally?
Attack! Destroy the opposition’s viewpoint.
The future: What does the future look like if things don’t change?  

What techniques should I include?
Personal Pronouns
Emotive language 
Rhetorical Questions
Statistics and Facts
Use of an authority figure 
Alliteration and Anecdotes
Description and Imagery
Exaggeration
Repetition and group of three How should I organise my time?

5 minutes: planning
35 minutes: writing
5 minutes: checking for accuracy

What is ‘GAP’?

GENRE 
Format
AUDIENCE
Who it is aimed at
PURPOSE
Why it is being written Don’t forget to plan and check your 

answer!!

What possible genres (writing types) could 
there be?
Article
Blog
Letter
Speech

What sentence structures could I include?
Short 
Long  
Complex
Compound 
Questions 
Elliptical
Sentences with complex punctuation ; : - (…)
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