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Paper 1 50% Paper 2 50%

Section A: 
Reading 

1 unseen literature 
fiction text

Section B: 
Writing

Descriptive or 
narrative writing

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A: 
Reading

1 non-fiction and 1 
literary non-fiction 

text

Section B: 
Writing

Writing to present 
a viewpoint

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

AQA GCSE English 
Language



Paper 1 40% Paper 2 60%

Section A: 
Macbeth

Section B: 
A Christmas Carol

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A:
An Inspector Calls

Section B:
Power & Conflict 

and Unseen 
poetry

Total exam time:  
2 hours and 15 minutes

AQA GCSE English 
Literature



How can 
I provide 
support?

Check that 
weekly quote 

quizzes & vocab 
challenges are 
completed on 

Satchel.

READ 

READ 
READ

Ensure that 
revision 

challenges are 
completed in 
timed, exam
conditions.

Remind students 
to revise, using 

exercise books & 
knowledge 

organisers, prior 
to writing.

Talk to students 
about the 

feedback that 
they receive.

Praise, 
encourage & 

guide in 
preparation for 
the next task.



How can 
I provide 
support?

Check that 
weekly quote 

quizzes & vocab 
challenges are 
completed on 

Satchel.

READ 

READ 
READ

Ensure that 
revision 

challenges are 
completed in 
timed, exam
conditions.

Remind students 
to revise, using 

exercise books & 
knowledge 

organisers, prior 
to writing.

Talk to students 
about the 

feedback that 
they receive.

Praise, 
encourage & 

guide in 
preparation for 
the next task.

Consistency! 
Consistency! 
Consistency!



Check that the vocab challenge tasks are being completed

• Every student has weekly  
vocabulary tasks set on 
Satchel.

• Ask them to tell you about the 
new words that they’ve learnt 
this week.

• Can they use these words in 
conversation with you?



Check that the vocab challenge tasks are being completed

• Every student has weekly  
vocabulary tasks set on 
Satchel.

• Ask them to tell you about the 
new words that they’ve learnt 
this week.

• Can they use these words in 
conversation with you?

Using sophisticated, 
academic language in 
the exams will boost 

outcomes!



Check that key quotes are being learnt
• Every student has to learn 

quotes on a weekly basis.

• The quotes for all of the 
Literature texts are contained 
in this quote bank. This will be 
given to students after the 
mock exams.

• They have weekly quizzes set 
on Satchel One.

• Ask them to tell you the 
quotes that they’ve learnt this 
week.

• Test them to check that 
they’ve been learnt!



Check that key quotes are being learnt
• Every student has to learn 

quotes on a weekly basis.

• The quotes for all of the 
Literature texts are contained 
in this quote bank. This will be 
given to students after the 
mock exams.

• They have weekly quizzes set 
on SMWH.

• Ask them to tell you the 
quotes that they’ve learnt this 
week.

• Test them to check that 
they’ve been learnt!

Not being able to use 
quotes in the exam will 

seriously limit outcomes! 



Encourage students to re-read the set texts

Little and often
Just 2omins each day!

Watching performances is also a good way to revise…but be 
careful because not all productions follow the original plot!



Revision Challenges
• After the upcoming mocks, students will be set a weekly English Revision 

Challenge.

• These are practice questions linked to a section of one of the exam papers.

• Students will be expected to complete these in exam conditions, either after 
school in the library or at home.

• Revision Challenge lessons will be Mondays; homework due Wednesday but 
we will put the task on Satchel One on Fridays.

• These will be handed in to teachers to review and provide guidance for 
improvements before the exams.

• Feedback is given the following week and the next task is set.



The importance of writing

In the final exams, students 
will complete 2 writing tasks –
worth 50% of their final mark!







The importance of sentence variety!

Learning a variety of sentence 
structures, in advance, will enhance 

students’ writing outcomes!  



• Typical grade boundaries:

7 4

The importance of answering all the questions



• Typical grade boundaries:

7 4

If you miss out Q2 or Q3 (8 marks each) = 
dropping nearly 2 grades on Paper 1

If you miss out Q4 (20 marks) = 
dropping nearly 4 grades on Paper 1!

If you miss out Q5 (40 marks) you will not secure 
a pass mark!

The importance of answering all the questions



Also in your information pack…



Brookfield English Department
GCSE Results 2023

GCSE English Language GCSE English Literature

Grade 7-9 31.5% Grade 7-9 34.3%
Grade 5-9 77% Grade 5-9 74.3%
Grade 4-9 88.2% Grade 4-9 89.1%
Progress 8 

score
+0.9 Progress 8 

score
+0.85



Other useful ideas

• Loom recordings – video lessons 

Lang P1 Q1&2

Macbeth

• Youtube: Mr Bruff

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/

https://www.loom.com/share/389d1812c6734e90b8ad578b643cbf55?sharedAppSource=personal_library
https://www.loom.com/share/389d1812c6734e90b8ad578b643cbf55?sharedAppSource=personal_library
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/



