
Route to Exams



“What you do today can improve 
all your tomorrows”

Ralph Marston
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Flash Cards

• Question or key term on one side

• Answer or definition on the other

• Keep information as short as possible

• Write clearly- you should be able to read 
what you have written at a very quick glance

• Use different coloured card or pens for 
different subject /topics

• Review them regularly



Mind Maps

• Use a key image to represent the topic at the 
centre

• Use large branches for the main topics and 
smaller branches for sub-topics

• Use different colours for branches

• Use lots of images to trigger your memory

• Use key words and phrases – don’t write too 
much



Condensing 
Notes 

• Choose a topic or part topic (not too large)

• Write out key words, phrases, diagrams, quotes 
etc that trigger your memory. 

• Pick out key diagrams, quotes etc.

• Re-read your notes and check they makes sense 
and contain key information.

• Make sure you use your own word – don’t just 
copy

• Re-write them again – further summarising.

Don’t just copy sentences – use 
your own words!
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SETTING THE ENVIRONMENT



SETTING THE ENVIRONMENT



“Stay away from those people who try to disparage 
your ambitions. Small minds will always do that, but 

great minds will give you a feeling that you can 
become great too.”

Mark Twain


